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Best buys of a vintage

'86 car crop listed

By Gary Witzenburg
News S‘pecial Wiriter

The 1986 cars are out and it’s the best crop
yet. More real winners than ever before, nary
a loser in the bunch. ~
~ For prospeetive buyers, its 1o longer a
question of separating the good from the bad.

The problem s chdosing from varying degrees |

of good.

But separate the, huge ‘n'ew-éar field into. '

logical categories, ‘then compare price vs.
value, features and all-around performance

_and some clear “best buys” emerge. Others,

not $o obvious, manage to squeak out close
victories over a number of worthy competi-
tors.

the absolute best in class and it is probably

~ not the least expensive. But it does offer, in

my view, the best overall combination of
price, value, quality, styling, engineering, per-
formance, handling, standard and optional
features, reliability and resale. .

- HERE, THEN, are the best-buy picks of
this inipressive ’86 litter: |
B Econocar: Chevrolet Sprint —
"The jury’s out on Yugo, other Japa-
nese subcompacts keep moving up-
scale, 80 Chevy’s tiny Suzuki-built
Sprint is the best-buy fuel-squeezer -
for ’86. Cute, solid and sprightly, it
gives 44:mpg EPA city, 50 highway
and starts at $5,380 for the three-
door hatchback, $5,580 for the
Sprint Plus five-door.

B Econosport: Volkswagen (o
A bundle of taut sinew in plain but

efficient VW Golf clothes. More power and

Confused by the ne

Keep in 1nind that a “best buy” may not be

“Whatever you do, shop carefully and compare. . . Don’t

buy on impulse or without test-driving first. Most

importantly, buy a car that you really like — one that suijts

your needs, Iife?style and self-image, one that feels good

on the road and that you
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w-car market? You should be!
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torque, new convenience options and sweet-
ened warranty protection add value for '86. Al
lot of grins per dollar at about $9,200. - ¢

# Small sedan; Mazda 323 — Quick, fun tol i
drive, appealingly styled, bigger inside than it %
looks. Multi-port injection, a unique suspefi-
sion and a tight, quiet body put the:323 a cut!
above the GLC it replaces, as well as the
competition, Prices range from $5,495 for the @
base three-door hatchback to $7,095 for the. 8
luxury sedan. : g

B Medium sedan: Ford Taurus and Mercury
Sable — These domestic Audi 5000s featuré &
futuristic good looks, V-6 power and the
smoothest, road-grippingest suspension this
side of the Atlantic. Ample room for six inside &
(five with front buckets), plus user-friendly 38

controls and a convenience list as long as a
Johnny Carson commercial break. Look for &
them in January with prices starting at just

under $10,000 for Taurus, $11,000-for Sable

M Large sedan: Chevrolet Caprice — Thi
famous Impala name bites the dust after 28
: years -as Caprice becomes:
Chevy’s big-car value leader fors
186. Standard V-6, optional V-8;:
two-doot, four-door or wagon; &
‘ot of comfortable bulk for the®
buck at a bit over $10,200.

® Luxury sedan: Audi 5000CS.
Quattro — Audi’s flagship weds
all-wheel drive, anti-lock brak

all-weather cruiser,
equipped at $27,975 sedan;

$29,185 wagon.
Please see Best buys/
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lbport se(lan Dodge Lancer and
Chrysler LeBaron GTS — Still best
buys for the buck in this highly
competitive class, these roomy, hand-
some hatehbacks give glued-to-the-
road handling, a new optional engine
with wvibration-smoothing balance
shafts and available turbo power.

+ About $9,400 for the base Lancer,

$9, 750 for the GT'S.

= bport coupe: Toyota Cellca AL
new front-drive, slick as a frightened
fish, T()yotab Celica sets new stan-

: dardﬁ in the affordable sport coupe

group: Fully independent suspension

cEa fuel-injected four are standard,
whﬂe the hot G'T-S boasts a twin-cam
16-valve engine. About $9,100 buys
thelaase ST, $12,000 the GT®S coupe.

B Luxury sport coupe: Lincoln Conti-
nental Mark VII LSC — The com-
pletely competent hot-rod Lincoln.
Two hundred V-8 horses with port
fuel mjectlon, road-hugging air sus-
pension, standard’ anti-lock brakes,

plenty of quiet; comfort and luxury

for a mere $24,000. '

B Sports/GT: Mazda RX-7 — Lusty
rotany power, a Sexy new body and a
trick rear suspension move Mazda’s
RX:7 well into Porsche teiritory for

’86.Crank it into a curve and the rear :

wheels pomt slightly outward to help
turn it in, then shift inward on cure to
keep the back end nailed to the road.
The.vase two-seater starts at just
undiﬁ; $12,000, the 92+2 at ‘1512 500.

FOUR OF these 10 are designed
~and produced in America. One, Audi’s
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\ BeSt buys Our expert lists best Values in

10 best car buys for ’86

1986 1985
Econocar: Chevrolet Spnnt Dodge/Plymouth Colt -
Econosport: Volkswagen GTI Volkswagen GT!
Small sedan: | Mazda 323 Toyota Corolla
Medium sedan: vTaurus/S’ablé Mazda 626
Large sedan: Chevrolet C’apr'ice Olds Delta 88

Luxury sedan

© Audi 500008 Quattro

Cadillac de Ville

Spdrt sedan:

: Lancer/LeBaron GTS

' Lancer/LeBaron GTS

Spoft coupe:

’l’oyota Celica

Nissan 200;SX

Luxury spdrt coupe

‘Lincoln Mark VIl LSC

Lincoln Mark VI LSC

Mazda RX-7

‘Sports/GT:

5000 Turbo Quattro, is thoroughly

German; another, Volkswagen’s G'TI,
_is a German design but built in VW’s
Pennsylvania plant. The others are
Japanese, but one, the, Chevrolet

Sprint, is imported and marketed by

General Motors’ Chevrolet Division.

The categories are logical, but a
little explanation is in order. “Econo-
cars” are the least expensive and most
fuel-efficient autos on the market.
“Eeconosports” are higher-preform-
ance, crisper-handling, fun-to-drive
gporty: versions of certain econocars
‘and small sedans, most llstmg for less
than $10,000.

“Small sedans,” for classxflcatlon

_purposes, are family four-doors (and

some two-dobrs and wagons) less than

175 inches long. “Medium sedans” fall

between 175 and 190 inches in length

“and “large sedans” are those over 190

i 'ahes ‘Luxury sedans,” regardless of
Size, are defined as those with base
vaﬁces nver "Bl‘i 000 |

Sy

Chevrolet Corvette

The fast-growing “sport sé‘dan
class includes those special four-doors

with hxgher performance, tighter sus- 8 nainser.

pensions and a certain sporting char-
acter that makes them especially en-
joyable to drive. The many stylish @
two-door coupes and hatchbacks on
the market are divided into two clas-
ses, “sport coupes” costing less than
$15,000 and “luxury sport coupes”
costing more.  Finally, the
“sports/GT” group includes both
two-seat sports cars and high-perfor-
mance four-seat coupes.

Under this system, different ver-
sions of the same car can fall into
different categories. The basic Dodge

'and Plymouth Colts, for example, are
: econocars, while the up-level ver-

sions are “small sedans” and C()lt
Turbos areﬂdehmtely econosp()rts
Mustangs and ‘Camaros are “sport |

eoupes,” but Mustang GT's and Cama-
ro Z-28s are “sports/GTs.” Pontiac’ sﬁ

6000 is a “medium sedan,” but the

lg g lnS Stronger ‘yen may reflect deep change
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lish a pomlon there S0 it's gmng to
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e they view us as Just onour latest
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m1ted pr()ductmn 6000 STE is Very

gn uch a sport sedan.” You get the

Whatever you do, shop carefully |

and compare feature-for-feature.
Jon’t buy on impulse or without

‘test-driving first. Most importantly, |
%)uy a car that you really like — one

‘that suits your needs, lifestyle and

" self-image, one that feels good on the |
~road and that you’ re proud to be seen

in.
Because if you really lxke your car,

“you'll take better care of it, it will

“serve you better, you'll get more back
hom it at resale time, yowll put up

with its shorteomings more cheerfully
‘and your whole ownership expernence
“will be a happ1er one. {

Gary Witzenburg is an automotlve
race driver and free-lance
.,‘auto writer based in Los Angeles

Merger bids
confirmed

by BMW

\ By Umted Press International

4

German auto maker BMW has
‘acknowledged that it held several
,dlscussmns with U.S. auto makers
/ | concerning some sort of merger or
. liaison, Automotive News reported
thls week.

- The trade pubhcatwn said that
General Motors, which has about $7.8
billion in' ready cash to spend has
 been the BMW?’s most serious suitor,

_ but that the German prestige auto
maker will most pmbably remain in- |

' dependent,
. A BMW. offlmal in Mumch last
' week conflrmed that the firm had
' been in contact with “several” auto
\ makers. but refused to characterize
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