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2008 Porsche Cayenne
Porsche’s “hot-pepper” Cayenne returns with freshened design, more power, new technology
By Gary Witzenburg

Plenty of Porschephiles went depressive a few years back when their favorite high-performance sports car company announced it was about to enter the SUV business. “That will damage our vaunted marque beyond recognition,” they cried in unison. After all, who would buy a pure-as-snow sports car from a showroom shared with four-door, family toting, off-road-going -- yech! – trucks? Many swore that if Porsche actually did this awful thing, they would surely shop elsewhere for adrenelin-pumping, image-boosting automotive excitement.

The reality was that Porsche was looking down the long, scary road of profit-killing costs and out-of-control regulation and sagely saw that the only way to remain viable as a small, independent car company would be to expand its brand to include a few select things other than race-winning, cop-baiting, mid- and rear-engine two seat rocket ships -- no matter how much the lucky few who craved and could afford them were willing to pay. Things such as highly capable SUVs, for example, which would sit proudly in Porsche sports-car owners’ multi-car garages awaiting the need for missions involving towing, hauling, nasty weather, unpaved terrain or, on occasion, more than two occupants.
SUVs were ultra-hot in North America at the time, and Porsche was sick of seeing its otherwise loyal aficionados abdicating to rival marques to obtain one. They reasoned that if they did it right, if they made it the true “Porsche of SUVs,” even hard-core Porschephiles would accept it. They did, it has sold surprisingly well, and Porsche has been so profitable of late that it recently purchased a controlling interest in Germany’s Volkswagen Group – which shared the SUV’s development costs and its architecture for VW Touaregs and Audi Q7s.
Four hot flavors
The original 2003 Cayenne (“hot pepper”) SUV soon became Porsche’s best-selling vehicle, perhaps because it “allowed entire families to experience Porsche dynamics not only on pavement but off road as well,” the company says. Generation II comes in four distinct flavors for 2008 – standard, S, GTS and top-of-the-line Turbo – all boasting larger, more powerful (yet more fuel-efficient) engines, a freshened face, a muscular new body and new dynamic technologies that enable them to perform more like sports cars than SUVs while retaining full SUV capabilities. 
With starting sticker prices ranging from $43,400 to $93,700, their engines for the first time boast direct fuel injection, a have-your-cake-and-eat-it-too technology that improves power, emissions and fuel efficiency all at once. The base Cayenne’s 3.6-liter V-6 is good for 290 hp and 283 lb-ft of torque, plus LEVII (low emission vehicle II) status and 18 mpg city, 22 highway EPA economy – three mpg better city than the ‘07 V-6 model. And with its standard manual gearbox, it can launch from rest to 60 mph in 7.5 sec. and to a top speed of 141 mph.
Our test Cayenne S’s 4.8-liter V-8 generates a healthy 385 hp and 369 lb-ft, meets ULEV (ultra low-emissions vehicle) numbers and delivers 13 mpg EPA city and 19 highway. With its six-speed Tiptronic S transmission, it can hit 60 mph in 6.4 sec. and a 155-mph top end. The GTS’ enhanced 4.8-liter V-8 uses a larger, better-breathing intake system to boost its output to 405 hp. The Turbo’s twin-turbocharged 4.8-liter V-8 pumps out 500 hp and 516 lb-ft to propel it from zero to 60 in 4.9 sec. and to a top speed of 171 mph.
Both base Cayenne and GTS offer a choice of standard six-speed manual (the GTS is the first North American Porsche to pair a V-8 with a six-speed manual) or optional Tiptronic S automatic transmission, while the S and Turbo get the Tiptronic S as standard. Manual trans models have a Porsche Drive-Off Assistant (PDOA) feature that applies the brakes to prevent rolling back when the clutch is disengaged on an uphill slope, and the automatic offers similar roll-back prevention with a Hill-Holder function.

Sleeker new look

The new Cayenne front end has a more swept-back shape with headlights moved to the outside and covered by clear glass. Its wheel openings, outide mirrors and rear roof spoiler are reshaped to improve both appearance and aerodynamics. Its drag coefficient – hugely important to highway fuel economy – is 0.35 vs. 0.38 to 0.39 for previous models.

The interior offers a near-perfect blend of luxury, sport and function with large, readable gauges and supportive 12-way adjustable leather front buckets. The leather-covered steering wheel offers easy to use shift paddles for its Tiptronic S transmission and excellent audio controls on its spokes. A set of serious-looking rockers on the center console order up all-wheel-drive, ride height and ride control settings.
Porschephiles will be pleased with the ignition switch located, as always, left of the steering wheel...others less so. Other complaints: narrow cupholders, no “Aux” input for the high-zoot audio and rear seat headrests that must be removed to fold the seats down flat.

New technologies

Cayenne V-8s get VarioCam-Plus variable valve control for 2008, and new optional Dynamic Curve Lights (standard on Turbo) enhance the night view in curves. Standard Porsche Stability Management (PSM) -- which communicates continuously with Traction Management but intervenes only when the tires reach their traction limit -- now includes Trailer Stability Control, off-road ABS and brake pre-loading when needed. The available Dynamic Chassis Control’s active anti-roll bars counteract body roll in turns to improve on-road comfort, handling and safety and off-pavement traction. 
Other new features include a performance-enhancing push-button “Sport” mode for all Cayenne engines, a standard power rear liftgate, available 21-inch wheels, a rail-mounted cargo management system, XM Satellite radio, six standard airbags and a rollover sensor that triggers the seatbelt latch tensioners and the side curtain airbags if a rollover is imminent.
Standard Porsche Traction Management (PTM) sends 38 percent of driving torque to the front wheels, 62 percent to the rear, under normal conditions, but can vary the split up to 100 percent either way, depending on conditions, through an electronically controlled multiple-plate clutch. Optional on Cayenne and S, standard on GTS and Turbo, is a new advanced air suspension with Porsche Active Suspension Management (PASM), which has three different choices of damper control (sport, comfort or normal) and can raise or lower the body.
On loose surfaces such as snow, sand or gravel, the anti-lock brakes build up wedges ahead of the wheels to provide an additional braking effect. The Brake Assistant ramps up pressure for maximum stopping power when it detects emergency braking, and brake pre-loading develops high pressure immediately to shorten stopping distances when the driver takes his/her foot abruptly off the gas pedal.
This Cayenne is a big, heavy truck that can haul up to five folks and a fair amount of stuff, yet it can outrun lesser sporty cars on the road and do most anything others can off-road. It won’t get great fuel economy (our S delivered 16-17 mpg in mixed driving), but it will hold up Porsche’s long-established image and reputation. If you have, or have always wanted, a Porsche but need something more practical and flexible, it may be the answer.
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