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tem compensatesfor varying loads
by pumping extra air into or out

of the shocks, and its built-in air

compressor can be used to inflate
tires or beach balls througha
handy valve in the trunk.

Oldsmobile has revived the leg-
endary hot rod Hurst/Olds Cut-
lass, complete with a 180-hp V-8,
three-stick Hurst “Lightning Rod”
shifter for the automatic trans-
mission (shift it manually if you
want) and a striking black-and-sil-
ver paint job set off by aerody-
namic spoilers front and rear.
Both Olds and the rival Buick have
new station-wagon models of their
fwd J-cars (Firenza and Skyhawk),
and Buick offers exciting T-Type
versions of no less than five of its
car lines: Skyhawk, Skylark, Cen-
tury, Regal, and Riviera, the latter
pair powered by turbocharged V-6
engines. Cadillac has given its
Cimarron J-car a face-lift with a
new grille and standard fog lamps.

Soon after the first of the year,
there should be beautiful convert-
ible versions of the Chevrolet (Ca-
valier) and Pontiac (2000 Sunbird)
J-cars in dealer showrooms. All
the GM J-cars benefit from up-
graded engines (a choice of 2.0-
liter or an overhead cam 1.8-liter,
both fuel injected) for better per-
formance and smoothness, plus
increased availability of fun-driv-
ing, fuel-saving, five-speed man-
ual transmissions. The stunning
Chevy Camaro and Pontiac Fire-
bird also get five speeds, standard
in most models, as do the subcom-
pact Chevy Chevette and Pontiac
1000. And while it won’t make the
fall introductions, look for Chevy’s
very exciting all-new Corvette to
hit the streets sometime in March.
It's sleeker, smaller, and lighter
than the current Corvette and
promises much better perfor-
mance along with cornering capa-
bilities almost unheard of this side
of Le Mans and Daytona.

One terrific new option you'll be
able to buy for the Corvette when it
comes (available right now in Ca-
dillac’s Eldorado and Seville,
Buick’s Riviera, and Olds’s Tor-
onado) is the most sophisticated

(continued on page 113)
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1937 AIROMOBILE SEDAN EXPERIMENTAL

Although this three-wheeled, front-drive body failed to attract financing. The

automobile (right) proved itself a technology of its air-cooled engine was -
technical success, performing up to 80 later used in some airplane and

mph and averaging 43.6 mpg, its bizarre  helicopter engines. )
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stereo sound system ever offered as
sriginal equipment in any American
car. Jointly developed by GM’s Delco
Electronics Division and the Bose Cor-
poration, aleading maker of hi-fi speak-
ers and electronics, it features four sep-
arate speaker/amplifier units with tonal
quality acoustically tailored to the inte-
rior characteristics of each car.
Ford’s gorgeous new Thunderbird
and Mercury’s Cougar, models that
are twins under the nameplates, won't

With significant
improvement to
nearly every car,
the domestic industry
has never offered
better than it's
offering now.

be available until next month, but
“oth should set heads spinning. With
__mooth, rounded, highly aerody-
namic styling unlike any production
car Ford has built in the past, they set
anew trend in design for the company
and maybe for the industry. One size
down, Ford's Mustang and Mercury’s
Capri are nicely face-lifted front and
: rear, the latter with an all-glass “bub-
" ble-back” rear hatch. Both will be
available as convertibles, and both
_ also get about 15 more horsepower
» than this year's model, optional five
speeds, and additional improvements
to their hot 5.0-liter V-8 GT and RS
performance versions—and they al-
ready were the fastest-accelerating do-
¢ mestic cars on the road!

The intermediate-size sedans, for-
merly known as Ford Granada and
1 Mercury Cougar, are totally restyled

i for 1983 and now wear the traditional
LTD and Marquis family-car name-
plates. These offer a range of engines
from a frugal 2.3-liter four-cylinder to
a 3.8-liter V-6, and even a propane-
powered version of the four. Also on

- the docket for fall are new GT and RS

arformance packages for the Ford

—_=scort and Mercury Lynx subcom-

- pacts. Besides the usual handling sus-

* pensions, fat tires, spoilers, and

~ blacked-out exterior trim, both fea-

TI— £ BEST PART OF
YOURNEXT TRIP

1O MONTEREY

f you're not all business, reward yourself this
next trip with a terrific place to stay. The
Doubletree Inn overlooking Monterey's Fisher-
man'’s Wharf has all the amenities and meeting
facilities you've come to expect from a first class
resort hotel. In addition, you can relax and enjoy
excitingly different food and entertainment, golf,
tennis, swimming and shopping. For reservations,

Ll dit 408-649-4511 or dial 800-528-0444.

Seattle * Scottsdale ¢ Phoenix ¢ Tucson ¢ Dallas ® Houston * Kansas City

P
DOUBLETREE

October 1982 113



TELL THEM YOU'RE STAYING AT
THE WESTIN BENSON.

AND THEY’LL KNOW YOU'VE ARRIVED.

The Westin Benson, a
classic hotel in the finest
tradition, is located in the
heart of Portland’s business

Tasteful, comfortable
rooms, plus countless extra
touches, tell you this
is no ordinary hotel. For

center. reservations, see your
You are greeted in the  travel agent. Or phone
lobby by the elegance of toll-free 1-800-228-3000.

So when you tell them
you've arrived, they'll
know you're staying at

Circassian walnut and the
sparkle of crystal chande-
liers. During your stay you

will enjoy the friendliness The Westin Benson.

of a first-rate staff. And

the special attention One of the few remain-

of our concierge. ing classic hotels.
THE WESTIN BENSON

Portland

©1982 The Westin Benson
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ture a new fuel-injected version of the
1.6-liter Escort engine coupled to new
five-speed manual transaxles to make_
them as much fun to drive as they are
to look at. And all 1983 manual-shift
Escorts and Lynxes, as well as the EXP
and LN-7 sporty coupés, have a new
upshift light on the instrument panel
that tells you when changing to the
next higher gear will save you fuel.

Chrysler has stretched and plushed
its popular K-cars to come up with a
pair of really nice front-drive luxury
sedans called Chrysler E Class and
Dodge 600, and there’s a Euro-Sport
(ES) version of the latter. These are
three inches longer in the wheelbase
than the K-based Chrysler LeBaron
and Dodge 400 introduced last year,
and most of that extra length goes to
additional rear seat and trunk room.
They offer a choice of Chrysler’s own
2.2-liter four—both more efficient
and 10-horsepower stronger—or a
Mitsubishi-of-Japan-built  2.6-liter
“Silent” Shaft four-cylinder, which is
more powerful still. Except in the 600
ES (which comes with Chrysler's new
five speed), automatic transmission is
standard, and there's an optional elec-
tronic trip computer and a wonderfu
11-function Voice Alert “talking dash-
board” reminder and warning system
that even thanks you for buckling
your safety belts.

A sprightly but fuel-sipping 1.6-liter
four from Peugeot of France replaces
the 1.7-liter VW-based engine in the
Plymouth Horizon and Dodge Omni
subcompacts, while the new Chrysler-
built five-speed transaxle becomes
available in both these and the Reliant
and Aries K-cars. The Charger and
Turismo performance versions of
Plymouth’s TC3 and Dodge’s 024 sport
coupés are even quicker for 1983,
thanks to the uprated 2.2-liter engine
and the available five-speed gearbox.
New for the sporty Plymouth Sapporo
and Dodge Challenger coupés (both
built by Mitsubishi) is state-of-the-art
digital/graphic instrumentation and a
terrific six-speaker stereo. Also new is
Plymouth’s answer to Dodge’s delight-
ful Rampage 024-based minicar/
pickup, which you'll find filed under
Scamp at your Plymouth dealer.

American Motors is touting its fir
jointly developed, U.S.-manufacture.
Renault, the subcompact Alliance. Es-
sentially an Americanized version of
the very successful European Renault
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9, the Alliance comes in boxy but at-
tractive two-door coupé and four-door
sedan variations and is unusually
roomy for its size. Long-legged front-
seat passengers may want more seat-
adjustment ability, but rear-seat trav-
elers have good foot- and legroom
thanks to an innovative pedestal seat
design. The ride is comfortably
smooth, and handling is far better
than average for a French-designed

econocar. Power comes from a fuel-
efficient, sprightly 1.4-liter four driv-
ing the front wheels through a choice
of four-speed manual, five speed, or
three-speed automatic transaxle.

VW of America finally has a domes-

tic answer to the high-performance
European Golf (Rabbit) GTI. Not sur-
prisingly, they call it Rabbit GTI. Its
1.8-liter engine cranks out 90 horse-
power, 16 more than the regular Rab-
bit’s 1.7-liter four, and it gets from O to
60 mph two seconds quicker than the

mondasns; | - oo

Where you stay says a lot about
where youre gomg |

In Chicago, treat yourself to one of the newest, most exciting
hotels in the Midwest, highlighted by a spectacular 12-story
atrium lobby and priceless art treasures. The Hamilton, just 20
minutes west of O'Hare Airport; With handsome meeting and
banquet facilities for groups up to 1,000.420 luxurious guest
rooms. Seven delightfully different restaurants and lounges.
Complimentary coffee and newspapér with your wake-up call,
24-hour food and beverage service, an

indoor pool, racquetball courts, y

and much, much more. 400 Park } . I NIL///E
Boulevard, ltasca, llinois 60143. g /A

v
- 312/773-4000. Fot reservae > ASTOUFFE//R/L7[ N

tions, call your Travel Agen"t
or toll-free 800/321-6888,
In Ohio 800/362-6100.
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regular. A functional front spoiler,
fender flares, GTI badges, black-out
bumpers and trim, full instrumenta-
tion, sport seats and steering wheel,
special handling suspension, venti
lated front disc brakes, five-speed
transaxle, and oversize tires on 14-
inch alloy wheels are all part of the
package. In other words, it's a serious
mini hot rod that will add much-
needed excitement to VW's U.S.-built
Rabbit line.

Call 1983 a transition year if you
like, but you can't call it boring. With
significant improvement to nearly
every car in every line from every com-
pany, the domestic industry has never
offered more or better than it's offer-
ing right now. After a decade of anti-
performance regulation, things are
finally becoming fun again in Motor
City. If the economy improves, the
stage is set for the industry’s long-
awaited comeback. #

Jargon Update

Anyone out of the market for the
past few years will confront some
unfamiliar terms in the car litera-
ture of the eighties. Here is an
abbreviated glossary:

A-car—General Motors's latest, -
most luxurious family of fwd se-
dans. Individual models include
Chevrolet Celebrity, Pontiac 6000,
Oldsmobile Cutlass Ciera, and
Buick Century.

fwd—front-wheel drive.

J-car—the smallest fwds from
GM: Chevrolet Cavalier, Pontiac
2000, Oldsmobile Firenze, Buick
Skylark, and Cadillac Cimarron.

K-car—Chrysler's mid-size fwd
cars, the Plymouth Reliant and
the Dodge Aries.

Liter—the combined volume (in
the metric system) of the cylin-
ders in an engine. Greater volume
normally produces greater power.

Spoiler—an aerodynamic device,
most often a lip at the rear of the
car, that decreases air drag (an {
“air dam” accomplishes this from
beneath the front bumper).

Transaxle—a combination trans-
mission and drive axle found in
today’s fwds.

Gary Witzenburg is a Detroit-based automo-
bile writer.
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