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REVIERA CONVEREILIBILE

parking, about all you can see of the car
behind is the top half of its windshield.

Probably the highest compliment we

__4n pay to a convertible is that, were it
not for the sun on the head and the
wind in the ears, we wouldn’t know it
was a convertible. The Riviera drives
very much like the coupe from which it
is derived. The convertible’s extra 167
pounds soften the performance of the
4.1-liter V-6 somewhat, making the op-
tional 5.0-liter V-8 a good call if you
ever plan to hurry. The four-speed
automatic is a fine thing with either.
The suspension rates have been in-
creased in the convertible, primarily as
an anti-shake measure, but the handling
is also crisper as a result. Four-wheel
disc brakes are also standard equip-
ment. Buick hasn’t held back on the
good stuff.

Of course, given the price, you'd ex-
pect caviar; $23,983 is the number, plus
the destination charge and all the other
little ways GM has to fatten the take. The
convertible is about $7000 over the
coupe. Buick says production is limited
to 2000 cars, the capacity of ASC to
make the conversion, but we expect the
price will surely have a limiting effect all
of its own. Twenty-four Gs is a heavy hit,
even for a red Buick convertible. (White
is the only other color choice, and red

“ther lining is standard with both.)

__Why is the price so high? Buick has
plenty of reasons: shipping between all
of those assembly plants is not exactly
free, and, of course, ASC expects to be
paid for its efforts. But from the cus-
tomer’s point of view, all of that is
Buick’s problem. All the customer re-
members is that in 1975, when the last
:Buick convertible was built, it cost a few
‘hundred bucks over the corresponding
tin top. Convertible technology hasn’t
changed in the intervening years—the
mew version is not burdened by on-
*board computers, exotic alloys, or envi-
ronmental-impact statements—so why
does it cost an extra seven grand? One
tends to worry about an auto industry
that can’t efficiently handle something
new when the new thing in question is
really very old.

Putting aside the worry, we are
pleased to report the continuation of
one fundamental truth: a red Buick con-
vertible is still a joyous mode of
transportation. —Patrick Bedard
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RIVIERA CONVERTIBLE
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