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been in his position, | would have 'said, “Thanks but no
thanks" and gotten out.

Surprisingly or should | say fortunately, the press rides
went okay (except that my fourth passengerand | ran out of
gas halfway around and had to hitch a ride back. | noticed
while practicing, | was still having trouble with the difficult
left/right Turn Three combination and was a bitintimidated

by the 165-mph downhill curve at the end of the back

straight. That hill has destroyed a number of Corvettes over
the years, and | couldn't help easing off the throttle just a
tad before the crest and giving the brakes a quick test at the
bottom—to make sure they were still there. As you might
imagine, this was hurting my lap times by about two
seconds compared to Rick’s.

he car was cornering better than it had at
Mid-Ohio thanks to a brand new set of
Sterling magnesium racing wheels that
were wider at the front (13") and slightly
narrower at the rear (15") than Rick’s old steel wheels. The
change gave us a better front-to-rear traction balance,
doing away. with most of the annoying front-end under-
steer that had caused us problems on the tighter Mid-Ohio
course. Unfortunately, however, the brakes were bad as
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"Everything’s fine,” Rick yelled. "Just take it easy and
tinish.” While those encouraging words were given, the
crewmen check over the Corvette, refuel it and clean
the windshield. The valve in the overhead fueling rig
that gave Rick problems is seen to the right of the
picture. The valve is part of the hose coupling attached
to the 55-gallon fuel drum.

ever, meaning we had to get on them much seoner than
most people did going into the turns.

With intermittent brake trouble and a sticking throttle
during the qualifying session, Rick managed to place us
only 21st in the 41-car field. But once those problems were
solved and the race began, he was moving quickly through
the pack. The car was running perfectly, handling well and

would have been even more competitive with a good set of

racing brakes. Brakes are of major importance on a road
racing course because the better they are, the farther you
can go atfull throttle before having to use them. If you brake
sooner than someone you're racing with, he can drive right
by you as you approach a turn even though you've out
accelerated him down the straight. It's frustrating. Butgood

racing brakes cost a ton of money, and at thattime Rick just -
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couldn't afford a set for his car.

As it turned out though, the Georgia heat and humldxty
became our biggest enemy. With that monster 454 engine
set back a foot in the Corvette’s chassis, the heat coming
through the thin firewall on a hot day is incredible. Many.
drivers use an air hose to blow fresh air on their faces. Addi-
tionally, some suck cool water or Gatorade through a tube
from a floor-mounted plastic bottle. When the heat became
too much, we had none of those luxuries. Neither of us had

"The road disappears from
beneath you and by the time you
- feel your wheels in touch with
pavement again, you've moved
from far-right to far-left without
turning the steering wheel.”

been seriously affected by heat in a race car before, so we
foolishly thought we wouldn’t need that sort of relief.

. The plan, as at Mid-Ohio, was for me to relieve Rick after
the first hour and then hand the car back to him at the two-
hour mark. Since the Corvette can go for more than an hour
without refueling, it would allow us to finish with only two
time-consuming pit stops if things went well. Things didn't
go well. Rick came in exhausted after only 50 minutes, and |
ran only about 45 minutes before starting to experience

colq chills from dehydration. Cons )

Rick “puts it” to a Carrera at a tight right-hander.

Photo by Bob Fischer
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This is the contemporary Corvette
book, the book that every Corvette en-
thusiast can relate to. It has the proper
balance of what happened in 1952 when
the Corvette dream was first forming, to
what is happening today. It opens previ-
ously closed doors of GM Styling and
Engineering, yet includes the exterior
world of Corvette concours shows, auc-
tions, and swap meets.

The 144, 712" x 9" pages of COR-
VETTE! America’s Only open horizon-
tally for maximum subject display. There
are over 160 photos and styling ren-
derings, many in full color. The cover is
beautifully hardbound in richly grained
silver with red and blue embossing. Pre-
mium grade paper is used throughout.
This publication simply oozes with a qual-
ity you'll notice the first moment you pick
it up.

_ MICHAEL BRUCE ASSOCIATES INC
POST OFFICE BOX 396-k,
POWELL, OHIO 43065

COKVEH'E America’s Only

BEAUTIFUL

In addition to chapters titled The
Creators, The Racers, The Stylists,
The Mania Explosion, and The Fa-
vorites, a special Facts section lists
options, option costs, number codes,
prices, exterior and interior colors, and
numerous other details never before
compiled so completely and so clearly.
And, all Corvette years from 1953
through 1978 are included.

CORVETTE! America’s Only is writ-
ten and presented in a manner which in-
forms rather than intimidates, entertains
rather than bores. For those who like
their possessions to appreciate, the first
printing was limited to 7500 copies, each
sequentially numbered.

To order your copy of CORVETTE!
America’s Only, please return the
coupon along with check or money order.
Complete satisfaction is guaranteed.

-----------_‘------—------,-----------------------
Check or money order enclosed for: .
Corvette! America’'s Only @ $22.50

ey

4% State tax (Ohio only) )
Postage/Handling 1.00

TOTAL ENCLOSED §
NAME :
ADDRESS
cITY STATE ZIP
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\——-—DEALER AND CLUB INQUIRIES WELCOME B

WHAT'S IT LIKE?
(Continu/efd from page 37)

Just as | was about to give up and
head for the pits, however, our friend
and arch-rival Phil Currin came up
behind me in his small block Corvette.
With more power, | could stay ahead
of him on the straights, but he was
gaining about two seconds a lap on

me due to better brakes and han-

dling, not to mention a lot more
Corvette and Road Atlanta racing ex-
perience. Forgetting my fatigue for
the moment, | decided to hold him off
for a lap or two.

| did keep ahead of Currin for
another lap, but it was obvious that |
was holding him up and would have to
let him by. Arriving at that tricky

left/right Turn Three maneuver with

BIG NEW SPRING
CATALOG

NEW ACCESSORIES TO
PERSONALIZE YOUR CORVETTE

AVAILABLE.

SEND $1.00 REFUNDABLE
WITH FIRST ORDER.

"VeTTe | @& PodieT

VETTE POCKETS
P.0. BOX 264
BRUNSWICK, OHIO 44212
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 behind a slower
seemed to be moving to the left to let

TOLL FREE 1-800-458-3475
‘ PA 1-314-364-14y|

~ Phil hard on my tail, we came up

Porsche—who

us through. But just as | started to go

by, the Porsche zagged right across
~my bow toward the apex, and | had to

nail the brakes to avoid broadsiding
him. Meanwhile, Phil was in the proc-

‘ess of passing me on the right.

Phil’s black Corvette roared by, all
four wheels in the grass to avoid me
as | was avoiding the Porsche. Phil’s
Corvette just scraped my right-front

fender with his left rear tire and he

cleared the nose of my car only to T-
bone the errant Porsche crossing our
paths from the left which he obviously
hadnt seen. As both of them
careened off the track ahead of me, |
found first gear and took off. It was a
low-speed accident and caused little
damage to either car. The incident
gave me a chance to gain some
ground before Phil could get going in
the right direction again.

| did a couple of more laps before
Currin re-appeared in my mirror and
the cold chills were back, too. | de-
cided then and there that I'd better
call it a day and checked into the pits.
By this time Rick was rarin’ to go

DAN LEKANDER'S

\
CORVETTE AMERICA INC.

Toll Free 1.800-458-3475 USA
ICORVETTE PARTS CATALOG!

FAST DELIVERY ;
Product & Catalog delivery in 1-7
days from date ordered.

ORDER TOLL FREE
Call Toll Free to order C.0.D. [¥

\

| maste

i s
DEALER INQUIRIES
Wholesale Dealerships are
available in many parts of the
| § country. Call for additional info.

Enclosed is $4.00. Please ship my
Corvette America Parts Catalog and
FREE ACCESSORIES FLIER

Address

City

'k State 4|
P

DAN LEKANDER'S CORVETTE AMERICA INC.
PO BOX 427 - RT 322 - BOALSBURG PA 16827

'

again, and off he went—only to re-
turn a few laps later with the car act-
ing like it was running out of gas. Ap-
parently, a valve jammed shut in the
overhead fueling rig and little fuel had
gotten into the car during the previous

stop. This crew got him back under-

way with a full tank of gas to finish the
last 70 minutes or so.

nce out of the car, |
nearly collapsed from
exhaustion. Someone

handed me a huge cup
of Coke and then an equally large one

i

CORVETTE SHOULD HAVE

of lemonade, both of which | downed
in about ten seconds flat. Still thirsty, |
started dipping cups of ice-water out
of the cooler. Ittook about two gallons
of liquid to quench my thirst, probably
because in one hour of hard work and
heavy sweating, my body had com-
pletely emptied itself of water. | had to
sit for a .half-hour or so before my
head was back to normal. Next time, |
decided, | would have afresh-air vent
and a drinking bottle with tube in the
car. '

By that time, Al Holbert's Monza
was leading the race, we were run-

401y
706Y

18" Chain Fine Link in GoldFill . . .. $ 9.50
Ladies Fashion "'l Love My Vette”

1.D. With Heartin Yellow . . .. .....
Sameas 706 InWhite .. .. ... ..

Same as 706 With Diamond

¢ INHOO, . ke bl Sl s $24.00
2068-W Same as 706-W With Diamond

InHeaR: oo i s e N $24.00

706-W
2067Y

A PLACE IN YOUR HEART

SHOWN
SMALLER THAN
ACTUAL SIZE.

"I Love My Vette™ Heart Charm,

RICA ENTERPRISES
P.O. Box 2476 « Sepuiveda, CA 91343 « (213) 889-2412

BLOCK (B)
OR SCRIPT (S)

ENGRAVING | UNIT PRICE

RICA ENTERPRISES
P.O. Box 2476
Sepulveda, CA91343

I HAVE ENCLOSED $

CALIF. RESIDENT ADD 6% SALES TAX . ... ............
SHIPPING & HANDUNG. . .. ...\oevii oo _150
TOTALENGIOSED ... & e d vl -

JOTAL ... ides el

MY [ MASTERCHARGE [1VISA ACCOUNT *

O CHECK [0 MONEY ORDER OR PLEASE CHARGE
EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE

BE SURE TO INCLUDE YOUR MAILING ADDRESS AND ZIP CODE.
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ning 10th a couple of laps behind. He
was turning consistent 1:31's around
the 2.5-mile course, compared to
Rick's 1:34's and my 1:36's. We
weren't too far off the pace. And best
of all, the car was still running and
handling well. If Rick could stay out for

Let your Imagination go!

Allow 2-3 weeks for delivery. Spe-

FRAME-YOUR-NAME

~ GORVETTE OWNERS TELL IT LIKEIT IS
WITH PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATE FRAMES

| Plenty of space for a great message. Each personalized frame is made
Here are some suggestions. List your: Only from tough, weather-resistant zinc
* Name and Year of Corvette and is available in 10 different colors:
* Year of Corvette and Horsepower s 50 silver, gold, blue, red, yellow, green,
* Name of Your Corvette Club white, orange, black, and brown.
& Insignia Choice of letter colors, too!
* Corvette Slogans each

(702) 358-3974

I _cial prices for Corvette Ciubs! Write Mail to: ; |
J| us Please indicate whether your FRAME-YOUR-NAME i
i licenseipiateslepiicnibelioneiiop: P.0. Box 7524, Reno, NV 89510, (702) 358-3974 i
O bottom.
l Eoton S oy Please send me license plate frames at $10.50 I
] TOP LETTERS (12 spaces) each plus $1.50 (shipping) for a total of i
= BOTTOM LETTERS (18 Nams i
i Pe9CEY) Address =
§ Letter Color City State ]o) GO € |

the rest of the race, we could prob-
ably pick up a few more positions
before it was over.

But with about 20 minutes to go, the
yellow and blue Corvette came roar-
ing back into the pits. The left-front
tire was chunking, causing a high-

Background Color

speed vibration. On top of that, Rick
was tired and needed relief once
again. Slipping the Nomex hood and
helmet back on as quickly as
possible, | jumped into the car and
strapped in while the crew was at-
tending to the bad tire. “Everything's

"Rick cameiin &
exhausted after only
50 minutes, and lran

only about 45

- minutes before
starting to
experience cold.
chills from
dehydration.”

fine,” Rick yelled in my ear. "Just take
it easy and finish!” The wheel was so
hot from the heavy braking that it had
welded itself to the hub. It took a lot of
grunting and pounding to get it off. Sit-
ting in the hot cockpit, fired up and
ready to go, it seemed like hours be-
fore the new wheel and tire went on.
Down went the jack at least, and off |
went down the long pit lane onto the

DISCOUNT
CARCOVERS

\ ‘\

Big Discounts on
Car Covers!

Ask your club to request a Dis-
count quote for 10 or more same
make covers! Covers available for
all makes and models.

For more information'and quotations, call or write:

s :
Baldwin /Green ‘cLus COVER DIVISION
3044 Riverside Drive, PO. Box 39537, Los Angeles, CA 90039, Phone (213) 666-6171

T [ R RN T — T e e TR [

| A { ATTN:C CAR C CLUIS'

printing of
your club’s name
or symbol available,

ol
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~* 16 grit marks

There are never-ending details that
must be attended to. Here the crew
puts finishing touches to the en-
gine while a cameraman films the
labors for a presentation on local
TV. A nice touch for all Corvette
owners who might work on their
Corvettes is to consider rolling the
Corvette over a plywood floor. It
eliminates lost parts. The “RR” on
the tire shown indicates thatitis for
the right rear.

track.

Unfortunately, we had only two 13"
mags, so the spare front tire was on
one of the old, 10" steel wheels, and it
created a handling problem in right-
hand corners—which most of them
are on a road racing course. But | was
rested, confident and much more fa-
miliar with the track by now. | felt good

- for those final few laps before the
checkered flag, and just before the:
i end | managed to regain the one posi-

Feather Fill

Sprayable

Polyester
Primer
Surfacer

The NEW

method for
refinishing metal or
fiberglass.

Designed to eliminate primer
surfacer and glazing putty
Easily fills: Refinishes:

_» Sandblasted areas
‘s Hail damage

e Lacquer cracks
e Hairline cracks
e Gravel chips

The Fibre Glass-Evercoat Co., Inc.
@ 6600 Cornell Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45242
T.M.

Photo by Gary Witzenburg

COME ON BABY
LIGHT MY FIRE.

WITH A WIN LIGHTER ENGRAVED WITH “CORVETTE.”

WORLD WIDE GUARANTEE

Flint Butane, Brushed Gold . ... ....
SameasTI0-GinSliver, .........
Electronic Butane, Black. ........
Elecfronic Butane,Gold. . . ... ....
Battery Electric Butane, Black ... . . .
Battery Electric Butane, Copper. .
Sameas 2B inSiiver. ........ %
Sameasli2BinGold...........
Ladies Fashion Corvefte 1.D.
Bracelet, Yellow.. . . . ...........
Sameas 2301YinWhite . .......
Mens Heavy Chain Corvette 1.D.
Bracelef, Yellow’. . . . ...........
Same as 1100-Y inWhite ........

RICA ENTERPRISES

P.O. Box 2476 ° Sepulveda, CA 91343 ¢ (213) 889-2412

DESCRIPTION

BLOCK (B)
OR SCRIPT (S)

ENGRAVING | UNIT PRICE

RICA ENTERPRISES
PO. Box 2476
Sepulveda, CA91343

| HAVE ENCLOSED $

CALIF. RESIDENT ADD 6% SALESTAX . ... ............
SHIPPING & HANDLING . . ... . .o eeeineenennss 150
TOTALENCLOSED. ......... ko e

MY CIMASTERCHARGE [JVISA ACCOUNT *

SIGNATURE

TOTAL....

L1 CHECK [ MONEY ORDER OR PLEASE CHARGE
EXPIRATIONDATE____

BE SURE TO/INCLUDE YOUR MAILING ADDRESS AND ZIP CODE.
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tion we lost during our last un-
scheduled stop.

Finishing 10th doesn't sound like
much, but it isn’t bad in that tough
IMSA GT field. It also brings some de-
cent prize money to take home, and

it's better than 31 other people did

that day. Iron-man Currin somehow
managed another excellent solo drive
to finish sixth. He was the highest-
placing Corvette driver. We were sec-
ond best "in class.” | apologized to
Phil after the race for getting in his
way. He said he was so tired at the
time that he could barely remember
the incident.

So | finally realized my long-time
ambition of driving a good, fast IMSA
car in professional competition. | had
done it twice on two different tracks,
managed to keep it on the pavement,
hadn't blown up the engine or done
anything else supremely stupid, and
went at least quickly enough to not
disgrace myself in the process. l've
learned one thing for sure .. .ittakes a
lot more than two races to become an
expert Corvette driver, but | feel con-
fident of being able to do at least as
well—maybe better—the next time
should such a fantastic opportunity
once again come my way. )

“STAINLESS STEEL
SLEEVED CALIPERS

THE BEST BRAKES |
' ] EVER HAD":

Dave Landis,

Thank you Dave Landis. And
good luck to you and your
Corvette from the Stain- ,
less Steel Brakes Cor-

'Dave knows (and so should |
you) that Stainless Steel |
Sleeved Calipers are a per-
manent fix for leaky disc
brakes. Stainless Steel
Sleeves line the cal-
iper bore. They prevent
corrosion: Corrosion
caused by chemicals in
the air and on the roads.
The result: Your Brakes
can’t leak because they
can’t corrode.

g

They’re guaranteed for k
as long as you own your
car.

But don’t take our word
for it. Ask the experts. Read
the following write-ups:

5120 Brookhaven Drive, Clarence, N.Y. 14031

Name

Please send me more information about Stainless Steel Sleeves and Pistons.

Class B Production Racer

1 VETTE, Jan. 78 by Marty
£ Schorr, editor.

VETTE VUES, Sept. 77 by
Bill Locke, tech editor.

by Sal Zaino, tech editor.
They all agree. Stainless
Steel Sleeved Calipers
are the best brakes
money can buy. Should
{ you settle for second best?

| For improved performance

N\ ask about our Stainless
"5 Steel Pistons. They’re

J/ a great technical
. improvement.

W; Call us today & fix your

disc brakes once & for all.
The Stainless Steel Way...

] Emergency Hotline (716) 759-6634

STAINLESS STEEL
BRAKES CORP.

©Stainless Steel Brakes Corp. 1978

e s o s e D o e e Em em sm e em emem mm=m MAL TODAY. = e o o e e e e o e e e

THE STAINLESS STEEL BRAKES CORP., Dept. KT 2/79

Address

City.

State

Zip

Model Year
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In Canada: Geon Automotive Specialties, Ltd., P.0. Box 55, Pickering, Ontario L1V-2R2

LETTERS
(Continued from page 9)

so far as to try and contact the Inter-
national Kart Federation listed in the
article, but my letter was returned as
having a wrong address. So my ques-
tion is: how can you work me up with
Gary’s article and the kart racing
story and then let me down with a
wrong address? Help! '

Spense Stevenson

San Francisco, CA

And that we did. The addresses of the
two kart associations were incor-
rectly listed and should have been the
followwing:

INTERNATIONAL KART
FEDERATION

416 South Grand

Covina, CA 91724

WORLD KART ‘ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 2548
North Canton, OH 44720

Sorry about that.—Ed.

DOES IT OR NOT

Dear K/T,

Your article on the Corvette-
Mulsanne (December 1978 issue) was
interesting. The engine compart-
ment caught my eye in particular.
You mentioned the car was equipped
with fuel injection, but the OVAL air
cleaner appears to be the type used on
tri-power carburetored cars such as
the Dodge six packs and the hi-
performance, tri-power equipped
Thunderbirds of the early 1960’s. To
my knowledge, all tri-power Cor-
vettes had TRIANGULAR-shaped
air cleaners, didn’t they? So whatis it:
fuel injected or a tri-power?

John Sangregorio
Taylor, MI

That's a good question and an
equally good observation. I reread
the article and looked at the original
photo through a magnifying glass.
My conclusion? I agree with you, it
very definitely looks like a tri-power
set-up, especially with the apparent
fuel line leading to where three car-
buretors would normally rest. So our
best guess is that these photos were
taken when the Mulsanne Corvette
was equipped with 3-2’s. Like we
said, good obseruatzon, ]ohn—Ed

ﬁ 5
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