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_ ally a 1981 YW Dasher. The mechanicals

 will remain essentially the same,az‘urbo» \
dzesef will b mfroduc:ed later this year

by the end of 1982, when the current deal for
VW engines expires. Chrysler will probably
also buy normally aspirated and turbocharged
versions of the 2.3-liter Peugeot 505 diesel.
* Both Ford and Chrysler are enlisting the
aid of assembly-line workers to improve the
quality of their new front-drive sedans. Quali-
ty-control teams made up of UAW workers
and management will attempt to pinpoint
glitches in the assembly process—much as
the Japanese auto companies have been do-
ing for years.

CASH FLOW

e Grave-wounds dept.: The world’s largest
automaker, GM, has not escaped the ravages
. of the current recession. The General’s sec-
i ond-quarter sales were off 27 percent,

. This prototype, replete with sewergrate
_ grille and giant wraparound glass hatoh,
is reportedly the 1983 Dodge Omni 024,

which worked out to a nice round $412 million
loss—GM'’s first red-ink quarter in a decade.
Ford hurt to the tune of $468 million for the
quarter, Chrysler slid another $536 million
into the hole, and AMC bottomed out $85 mil-
lion behind. The four U.S. companies posted
a combined deficit of '$1.5 billion—equal to
their profit a year ago.

e And while we're on the subject, the indus-
try’s year-to-date sales (as we go to press)
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are dragging 24 percent behind last year’s
pace. Nearly 40 percent of all auto workers—
about 250,000—have been temporarily put
on the dole. And according to Automotive
News, 930 new-car dealers folded in the first
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six months of the year—more than in any oth-
er half-year in the twenty-year history of the
trade paper’s survey.

e But when you’re small, you’ve at least got a
chance. It'looks as though Lamborghini, like
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