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__AUTO SPRCIAL

DA PRELUDE SI boasts larger tires on alloy

 body-color front airdam and rear spoiler.

* As the Connecticut In- §
ternational Auto Show
agproaches, we asked

- Gary Witzenburg, The

Courant’s auto critic, to ® VOLKSWAGEN JETTA GLI s the same grear
' pick his favorite 10 cars Qi bt skes & casaer o
of the "86 crop.

- Some of his choices are pictured here and the

complete list is on Page 2. His selection of the 10
best buys is on Pages 12 and 13.
_.You can make vour choices.at the

Friday through Sunday in the Hartford Civie Center.

sport sedan, a favorite
knowledgeable enth
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Luquy Sedan: Audi 5000CS Quattro ,
[ ] Audn"s flagship sedan weds all-wheel drive, anti-lock brakes and
turbo five-cylinder power under a roomy, slippery-sleek four-door

body. The ultimate all-weather cruiser, fully equi ed
sedan, $29,185 wagon, . ‘ e

«, Sport Sedan: LeBaron GTS, Dodge Lancer

B Still Best Buys for the buck in this highly competitive class, these
roomy, handsome hatchbacks give glued-to-the-road handling, a
new optional engine with vibration-smoothing balance shafts and

; available turbo power. About $9,400 for the base Lancer, $9,750 for
the GTS.

Price, Value

i G_;ary—Witzezzburg;i&aALasAnae s-based fre

Are Combined
For Selections

Continued from Page 12

But it does offer, in my view, the best overall combi-
nation of price, value, quality, styling, engineering,
performance, handling, standard and optional features,
reliability and resale.

Four of these ten are designed and produced in
America. ’ :

One, Audi’s 5000 is thoroughly German; another,
Volkswagen’s GTI, is a German design but built in VW’s
Pennsylvania plant. ,

The other are J apanese; but one, the Chevrolet Sprint,
is imported and marketed by General Motors’ Chevro-
let Division. v

The categories are logical, but a little explanation is
in order: Econocars, of course, are the least expensive
and most fuel efficient autos on the market.

Econosports are higher-performance, crisper-han-
dling, fun-to-drive sporty versions of certain econocars
and small sedans, most listing for less than $10,000.

Small sedans, for classification purposes, are family
four-doors (and some two-doors and wagons) less than
175 inches long.

Medium sedans fall between 175 and 190 inches in
length, and large sedans are those over 190 inches.
Luxury sedans, regardless of size, are defined as
those with base prices over $15,000. -

The fast-growing sport sedan class includes those
special four-doors with higher performance, tighter
suspensions and a certain sporting character that
makes them especially enjoyable to drive,

The many stylish two-door coupes and hatehbacks on
the market are divided into two classes, sport coupes
costing less than $15,000 and luxury sport coupes cost-
ing more. .
Finally, the sports/GT group includes both two-seat
sports cars and high-performance four-seat coupes.
Under this system, different versions of the same car
can fall into different categories.

The basic Dodge and Plymouth Colts, for example, .
are econocars, while uplevel versions are small sedans
and Colt turbos are definitely econosports. :
Mustangs and Camaros are sport coupes, but Mus-
tang GTs and Camaro Z-28s are sports/GTs.

Pontiac’s 6000 is a medium sedan, but the limited-
production 6000 STE is very much a sport sedan. You
get the idea. :

Whatever you do, shop carefully and compare fea-
ture-for-feature. :
Don’t buy on impulse or without test-driving first.
Most importantly, buy a car that you really like, one
that suits your needs, lifestyle and self-image, one that
feels good on the road and one that you're proud to be
seen in.

Because if you really like your car, you'll take better
care of it. o

It will serve you better, you’ll get more back from it
at resale time, you’ll put up with its sh ings more
cheerfully, and your whole ownership experience will
be a happier one:

ane

writer. His car reviews run twice eq h month in The

Courant Motoring section.
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