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MOTOR WORLD

Witzenburg at the

Rally cars: A great way t

Gary Witzenburg, a Detroit-area automotive writer who does road
tests twice a month for The Detroit News Motor World Section, today
contributes a story of his experience as a participant in the Northem

Lights Pro Rally May 1 and 2 near Houghton Lake

By Gary Witzenburg
 News Special Writer_ :

‘We were careening through the

- forest in the middle of the night,
- as fast as we could go, on the

‘nastiest, narrowest, roughest road
I’ve ever seen. In fact, it was not a
road at all but a snowmobile trail
‘never intended for four-wheeled
‘travel even at reasonable speeds.
Our powerful driving lights lit
the way through gaps in the trees
not much wider than the car. Our
‘Peugeot’s suspension pounded a
continuous drum-beat rhythm
over bumps, rocks and ,broken
tree limbs.
. Slide right, then left, up to 70
or 80 mph on a short straight, sail
over a rise, plunge into a wallow,
* brake and downshift and slalom
- left/right again, ever mindful that
‘a slight mistake could send us
,caroming off the trail, into the
woods and probably out of the
race.

3 “ARE YOU sure this is the
right road?” I asked co- -driver
Clark Bond.

“Absolutely,” he replied calmly,

continuing somehow to monitor
his navigational computer and jot
notes on the rally instructions
clipped to the pad in his lap.
Bond, a Bay City resident, has
been mnavigating performance
rallies for 11 years-and finished
fourth in the country in cham-
plonshxp points last year. He’s
one of the best — cool, unflappa-
ble and deadly accurate.

“One mile, left,” were the next
words he said. A few seconds
later: “One-half mile, left.” Then:
“Three-tenths, left . .
tenths, left . . One-tenth, Ie!' A

I started to slow, downshifted .

. and there it was, another trail
crossmg at a right angle. I side-

ilid the Sar (OEOuER the GOTHRT Ad

. Two-.
i cops. Along these transit zones

quickly and smoothly as I could
trying to stay in the deep furrows
plowed by the dozens of cars
ahead of us, pointed its nose up
the new trail and floored it again.

A couple of miles later, a flare

“in the road — trouble! A second

flare reflected off the side of a
white Porsche stuck sideways in

‘the dirt ahead. From behind the

car, its driver and co-driver mo-
tioned us by on the left, between
its expensive nose and a medium-

sized tree. We squeezed through

at a crawl with an inch or two to
spare and were quickly back up to

speed.

SOON CLARK was counting
down to the finish, where a volun-
teer worker waited with a stop-
watch to record our time. A few
yards further down the road we
stopped at a check point, collect-

ed our score on a little sticker,

then proceeded at a leisurely pace
to the next intersection. There he
re-calibrated his | instruments,
checked the route instructions
and told me which way to go and
at what speed to reach the next
check point exactly on time.
We had just finished one of 16
“special stages” that made up

some 40 percent of the 260-mile

Northern Lights Pro Rally run
out of Houghton Lake May 1-2.
Blocked off for safety, manned by
course and control workers and
occasionally lined by hardy
spectators, these are the flat-out
sections of a performance rally.

These are connected by “tran-'

sit zones” on public roads that
are run at legal speeds — and
usually well-patrolled by the local

are periodic scheduled stops for

gas, service if needed, sometimes

a welcome rest and a meal.

 Sanctioned by the Sperts Gar

Gary Witzenburg at the Northern

Club of America (SCCA), there
are 14 Pro rallies in America this
year, of which the Northern
Lights was the fifth. Two other
Michigan events are the Nov. 4-7
Press On Regardless (POR) out of
Houghton, in the Upper Peninsu-
la, and the Dec. 3-5 Sno-Drift at
Grayling. -

WHILE STILL in its infancy
here, high-speed rallying is im-
mensely popular in Europe and
most everywhere else. Manufac-
turers <use ‘it to develop and
promote their vehicles, and
crowds turn out for a glimpse of
their favorite cars and drivers

'speeding by.

In America the sport dates

hack 90 Years to the original
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Lights Rally near Houghton Lake.
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'Northern Michigan PORs, which
were sort of fast “outlaw” rallies
‘run on logging roads without offi-

- cial sanction. Only in the last dec-

- ade or so has it blossomed into

the well-organized SCCA Pro

' Rally series, which attracts
~ entries from all over the U.S. and
 Canada as well as from other
_countries.

. The traditional rally car is
- small but tough, usually import-
ed, souped-up for speed and
beefed-up for durability, though
today’s entry list inclues every-
~ thing from Corvettes and Mus-
- tangs to four-wheel-drive dJeeps
and pickups, some of them v

competitive. Recent addition of a
“Production” class, for cars un-

medified sseent for Tiohti Tl

cage and other safety equipment,
has increased manufacturer inter-
est, .swelled starting fields and
brought the sport within reach of
almost everyome with a driver’s
license.

OUR TRUSTY steed was a
production-class 1981 Peugeot
505 sedan with a 2.0-liter 4-cylin-
der engine and a 5-speed trans-
mission. It started life as a fairly
large (by European standards)
luxury 4-deor and was rally-pre-
pared and raced very competi-
tively last season by Gary and
Carolyn Eaton of Ann Arbor.
Built in France and sold through-
out the wold, Peugeots are a bit
on the heavy side and not known
for blinding speed, but their

il fonwr 10 1170 1

0 get the ‘feel’ of the road

them ideal for Pro Rallying.

After getting airborne on a
bump and landing heavily on its
nose at last December’s Reno
Rally (while leading the Produe-
tion class), it was temporarily re-
tired while the Eatons switched
to a 505 turbo-diesel car — for
1982. More-or-less unbent by late
April, it was generously offered to
' us for the Northern Lights.

Like tennis players, rallyists are
ranked in “seed” groups accord-
ing to past performance. All
novices (regardless of experience
in other motorsports) are grouped
in Seed Six. Within each seed, .
starting positions are determined
by a draw. By the luck of this
-draw, we started first in Seed Six

~ — 60th in a 71-car field.

When the dust (literally) had
settled, we found ourselyes 24th’
overall, 13th of 24 in the Produc-
tion class and first in Seed Six. At

_least we had beaten the other

rookies, though most of the credit
.goes to Bond’s expert navigation,
'Eaton’s bullet-proof Peugeot and
the super service (what little was

needed) provided by crewmen

Jeff Kersey and Terry Richards.

MY JOB was to keep it out of
the trees and puckerbrush, which
I did with only three or four
scares when turns had popped
unexpectedly out of the dust that
-hung in the air and cut visibility
to a few feet much of the way.
Our only real problem had been
one flat tire — which we discover-
ed at a fuel stop and quickly
changed without losing any time.
Talk about beginner’s luck!

Thirty-seven teams had “not
been so lucky — some crashed or
stuck in the , many out
with mechanical failures, a few
due to navigational errors. Only

four of us novices made it
-through, and we’ll get to start in
Seed Five next time as a result.

||




W.C. Vanderburg = D. Lorek
bes

Division. Vanderburg, who had
bgen distribution and traffic
:Wsmmma in the division’s general
office, "succeeds George A.
Koss, now on cpecial assignment
pending appointment to a
fQreign-service post. Vanderburg
jgined Ford in 1947 as a design
draftsman.

=

- .

“David Lorek is the new
executive director, international
source development, for Motors
Trading Corp., a subsidiary of
General Motors Corp. Lorek had
been director of energy resources
aid machine tools for GM’s
niaterials management staff. He
now will have responsibility for
developing new sources of raw
materials and fabricated ‘compo-~
nents for GM on a worldwide ba-
sis.

#Chevrolet Motor Division
of GM appointed Otto K. Le-
Bron Jr. sales manager in charge
of the eastern United States.
LeBron had been on special as-
signment since January and prior
to* that was midwest regional

One way
Q.M::.Emm from Page 1H

#Oh yes, Vermonter John Buf-
fum, America’s best rallyist and
miany-time champion — who was
first on the road (rally cars start
ofte-at-a-time at one-minute
intervals) and didn’t have anyone

else’s dust to contend with — and
Livonia’s Doug Shepherd — won
it' handily in Buffum’s awesome
turbocharged Audi Quattro.
Transplanted = New Zealander
(now Livonian) John Woolf drove

brilliantly to bring his Peugeot

~Detroit, succeeding Guith,

General Motors Corp. an-
nounced the retirement = of
Robert F. Magill as vice-
president of the industry-govern-
ment relations staff and Frank
J. Winchell as vice-president in
charge of GM’s engineering staff.
Magill, who joined GM in 1955 as
assistant director of the tax sec-
tion, organized the industry-gov-
ernment relations staff in 1971.
Magill will continue as chairman

R.F. Magill
of the Greater Detroit Chamber

: F.J. Winchell

of Commerce. Winchell, who
leaves GM after 42 years of serv-
ice, started at the Allison Division
in 1940, was transferred to the
Cadillac tank plant at Cleveland,
then to the Chevrolet Division.
He became vice-president in
charge of the engineering staff in
1971,

— Norman Goode
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Two Salem College gradu-
ates, Richard Kubis and Rob-
ert McElroy, returned to their
alma mater with what they in-
sist is the world’s only solar
thermal automobile. ,

KUBIS, WHO did all the
talking, explained the car’s se-
cret is a new method of captur-

- ing and storing solar energy at
high temperatures for extend-
ed periods.

energy is that, until now,
nobody has found a way to
store it,” Kubis, a former high
school teacher in his hometown
of McKeesport, Pa., said.

Kubis said he and his part-
ner haye found a battery that
can do just that. g :

Ingredients are petroleum
waste products and a few other
chemicals, but Kubis refused
to be more specific to safe-
guard his trade secrets.

“It cannot blow up, won’t
radiate and it won’t contami-
nate the environment,” he
said.

The battery is charged by
hooking it to a parabolic solar
collector “that resembles a
small satellite antenna, he said.
The battery boils water in a

“The problem with solar’

isince - tney  were  iraternivy §
ibrothers in the early 1970s,
‘built the car after forming the
‘American Energy Corp. of Ar-
Mﬂ,.zsmno? Va. The wvehicle has
theen the subject of articles in
‘Design  News,  Newsweek,
Time, the Washington Post
and other publications, but
Kubis says it’s really only a
gimmick, /

HE SAID American Energy
Corp. hopes to market  the
solar storage battery for use in
home heating. The car was de-
veloped simply as a means of
dramatizing the effectiveness
of the system.

Asked if he and McElroy
have considered marketing
solar thermal cars, Kubis
‘replied, “You're looking at the
mid to late 1990s for some-
thing like that. This car alone
took 6,000 hours just to
demonstrate the principle.”

After more demonstrations
in West Virginia, Kubis and
McElroy plan to head back to
Arlington to prepare for the
car's July 4 appearance in
Washington D.C.

“We came to Salem to try to
help out the college a little bit
by putting on a little public
relations  show for them,”
Kubis said.

" Gr.RIver & 10 Mile

to get the ‘feel’ of

504 in second; Ohioans Eric Jones
and Roger Sieling were third in a
Datsun 510; Washington D.C.’s
John Woodner and  Detroit’s
Ginny Reese managed fourth in a
Cosworth Ford-powered Datsun.
Pro Rallying may seem nutball
on the surface, but it’s tremen-
dously challenging, exciting and
— except when you’re blinded by
dust. — fun. It’s man and ma-

~ chine against the worst of roads
~and the elements — as well as car

versus car, driver versus driver
and co-driver versus co-driver.

Each is dependent on the other,
yet each competes for points in a
separate championship.

THE SPORT is also, surpris-
ingly, very safe. Off-road
excursions are fairly common, yet
the cars’ required safety equip-
ment makes injuries rare.

. Rally people are generally help-
ful, friendly and low-key. Except
for a handful of paid pros (and a
nicer bunch you won'’t find in any

'sport), they’re basically hobbyists

out to have fun with cars. As rac-

the road

ing machinery goes, the basic
rally car is cheap and simple to
build, and the cost of competing
is relatively low. : .
How does one get involved?
Call the Detroit Region SCCA
Hotline (591-9313) and tell them
you're interested. Also, ask about
the rally school put on by Gary
and Carolyn Eaton in July. I took
it last summer, and it’s a great
way to get your feet wet with a
minimal investment, ?
. But beware — it can be habit-

-

forming.
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see, $6495 Best offer 268-

_or bestotfer, 645-932)

REGAL 719 — 8§ AIC, b5, b
4800 days 478-5593; eves 474-1854

SKYLARK ‘78 — 6 aut
Hamllton Chev. Ni,_men

REGAL ‘80 — Limited Somerset
Ed., 17,000 mi. Mint. 977-243}

REGAL ‘80 — Limlted, sunrf.,
cruise, Hit m.s:a; wire whis.,
ﬁ# mi. STAR LINC'-MERC. 354
REGAL ‘80 — Limited, ' tilt,
crulse, stereo, tape, p.d.l., rear
defrost, air, tint glass, oyster, a

‘real pearl.

BILL COOK BUICK
- 471-0800
REGAL ‘80 Limited2 dr Stver
V-6, Alr, Stereo, Extras
Excellent Value §ee This
ROSEVILLE CHRY .-PLYM.
Gratiotat 10-10Ya Mile ~ 772-1220

nm@>_.£cr_3=31§°83..
Total cost $6195. 2429061 i
REGAL ‘80 — loaded, low inl.,
exc., must sell, $5,950., 468-7487.

REGAL ’80 Ltd, — Full ws\?
wires, dove gray, velour $7495.
BOB$AKS OLD. 478:0500

REGAL. ’80, 2dr., alr $6495
Crest Linc. Merc 939-6000,
REGAL ‘81 — air, stereo, crulse
r-w defog., wire wheels. Good

condition, 386-4353, 593:4910

mxﬁ<r>mx socl Lim| -
auto,, p.s. WDy PaW,
alr, 2%.39 mmmu..uﬁc_"
CGall 435-5924 after 6 p.m.

SKYLARK 80 Limited
dr., tan and gold, AUT0, w
p.s, p. seats, p.w., r.
clock, tit, wire covers,
$5500. 471-0460 or 681-735 ==

SKYLARK 81 — Alr, e
_sw brakes, am/fm, 4
cell, cond., $6395.

FISCHER BUICK
SKYLARK ‘81 — Liml
LOADED.  Wire whees==
548-2000 ext. 316 Mon-Fr s
SKYLARK 81 Limlited
17000 mi., $6800, 645-1295

SKYLARK 81 — LTD
11,700m., loaded, $7350,

SKYLARK '8} — Lid, =
aquip. Lowmi. $7100. 565
SKYLARK ‘81 ~ Spb. —
aute,, alr, stereo$é, 700, s

SKYLARK /81, spi. ¢
4 cyl., auto, s/roof, loae=
sell, 625-3426,

SKYLARK: 81 — 2 dr.—
spd., AM/FM ster, $5200

REGAL ‘81, — Limited Cpe alr,
auto, p.s., p.b., T, Glass 19,000
mites, one owner x-cond, $7995,

FISCHER BUICK 643-7660

REGAL '81 Ltd, — GM exec, 8-
cyl. auto., p.s., p.b., air, p.w.,
pilocks,  p.antenna, filt, crulse
am-fm stereo, fact. CB, antl-theft
syst., Eaa& landau .o*.. r-de-
fog, a_m_:._ clock, leath. int. w/é
way. mwa: wr. seats, delay wip-
ers, ,000 mi. transferrabie
warr. $8,250 or best ofr. 453-3961.

Regency ‘814 dr. Iimmac, $10,588
J. Causley 16/2-Gratlot 296-3342

m._mz>.3|rowama§ooo
m., wife’s car, §8,000, 463-8236.

RIVIERA '79 — loaded, low miles
$7695. Viyletel Buick 977-2800.
RIVIERA 80, full pwr., alr,
stereo, tiit, crulse, wire whis.,
extrasharp! $8995.

GLASSMAN OLDS

28000 Telegraph at Tel-12 Mall
354-3300

Riviera‘80loaded, usm_‘w $9488
J.Causley 16 Va-Gratiot296-3342
RIVIERA ‘81 — Diesel, landau,
cass., wires, $11,100. 879-0959

RIVIERA ‘81 — U_aaaw\

sliver,
loaded, exc., $10,800, 293-5962

mt:::m?»ﬁ! a_.wmm_h 5_39
mere, 9,600 mi., $10,600,, 647-3061
RIVIERA ‘81 — Diesel, loaded,
exc. cond., $11,295, 338-2€73,

SKYLARK ‘8] — 4-dmmm
14,000/m1., §6,950. 647-726==

SKYLARK ‘81 4dr. LTE—
18,000 m., $6950. 65 N

SKYLARK ‘81 — 4-dee
pwr., alr, exc. cond. 65]- s

SKYLARK '81 — 4 spd__
p.b.. $6195* negotiable, (=

WE FINANC_

REGAL ‘74 LU X

{ Red, Stereo, Al
Full balance due $77

ALPINE BUDGE B

25133 Gd. River at W
Ph: 255-4400

093 Cadillac

ETTER Than New ——
mE.. kept, never driven

6 Eldorado, 19,300
sacr. for $5,900, Movir—
wall. 338-2685

BROUGHMAN DELEG__
loaded, astro roof, all
don‘t miss this beauty $1

mmmsos e
3180 k. Jefferson

CADILLAC 775 ~ load—

i, $1100. 728-2235

CIMARRGN 82760 1,
Jarome Duncan inc, =

092 Buick

USED 1981
Ford
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