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= Volvos equipped with four-cylinder engines -
_ offered for sale in California. “Wewanttonm s

“estimate of annual fuel costs
my figures forcomparable

mind——éomethmg he’s done often since
*hetaokc!mgeofstgatGenefa! Mo-

fors 18 years ago. When he talks about
‘)automotwe design, he uses suc
phrases as ‘hmele& and fluid, like good

music™ and draws flowing, graceful
__shapes in the air with his hands. But he ~
grouses that some other stylists don’t
_ agree, dealing instead in sharp lines and
_angles, “choppy and unrefined, as though

theyweredonewmtaquuareandam-

~angle. These designers seem to be disci-

ples of Picasso,” he says, slicing the air

with staccato motions to make his point.
Never a fan of Mercedes-Benz styfing,

he kicked up a little dust a few years back

_ by calling the Mercedes look “boxy, dated

‘and Teutonic.’”’ That opinion hasn’t

'} . changed, in spite of the rush to imitate -
4. Mercedes by Ford and others, and Mitch-

- ell bristles when accused of jumping on
. that particular bandwagon with the Cadil-

lac Sevifie. “I'll admit we were influenced
by Rolls-Royce,’” he says, ‘‘but Mer-

cedes? Never! When you steal, youroba
~bank, not a grocery store.”.

Moremoenﬂy,Mﬂcheﬂrmsedeyebmws

.. with his criticism of Jaguar's new XJ-8. A © -
.. long-time friend of retired Sir William Ly-

- ons, Mitchell says it hurts to see Jaguar's
- great fradition fouled by the new regime.

“The new car looks like five different peo-

‘plehad a hand in it. It's got great, big Ci-
: troén-type taiﬂights a half-ltalian front and

a oomp!etely nondescnp’t side. Itisn’t Brit-
ish, it isn't ﬂaﬁan it isn't Franch—4 don’t

- know what the hell it is.”” On the other
{ _ hand, he thinks /the Jaguar sedan is still
" one of the bes looking in the world. “1

onlyhopemeyd n'tscrewmatuptoo"
When invited to.comment on other con-

* temporary Eufopeén designs, Mitchell ris-
_estothe occasion.

Porsche “They need a designer.

‘They're good-running cars but ugly.”

Renaiilt: “The 17 is a good design, but

" had, eapectal!y the wagon and

. back, then ﬂxps out and then tratght

cmoémm.ecmsthebestnng

new 343's back like that, unless it was for
aerodynamic reasons. It staris as a fast-

Thumph “The TR7 is cute 1 think a.

wedge can work on a car that size.”

Japanese design gets generally high ;
_ marks from Mitcheli: “Look at the Plym-
outh Arrow. It's a fine example of why

VW's been knocked out of the box. The
Japaneseknowhowtcpmtsghsty!emo
small cars—except that sometimes, they

don’t know when to lift the brush, so some
come out lookinglike a Bavarian castle 3

vnth serolis that g%on and on

Volvo: “I don't know‘ why they did the

creasing space efﬁciengg;rg smz
er packages have on his




