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Daimler-Benz race car 0

desngner Ludwig Klaus and his

battalmn of Audi engineers have
scored where Chevy ultlmately‘,-»-«’z"
failed. Never letting costs ~ _
el ﬁ-fstand in their way, they have
succeeded in building the best
reasonably prlced small car
G cin the world

G | Report By Gary Wltzenburg iy
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comfort and luxury. Few are designed
from the ground up to be the perfect

i Have you seen the
VWi ad o owhich
suggests that maybe
everyone should

. tenlncnm atible criteria.
drive VW Beetles? -

~Until the advent of the FDX the best

“mileage down. A cheap exhaust system
combined with
combination of all these dwerse and nf~—-
“one of the noisier cars on the market. A
few more dﬂilars weu!d fix that, said the
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_abuard auera»ges 22mpg or bEtter and
little or no interior

sound insulation made the-base Vega
kind.

meets the present emission &tandards_
‘without add-on: umaa.uhemaha Gf any

BRE——

- Its simple but effective McPhersun i




Good Lord, what a
_:__.revﬂltlng

crawllng through the
“hills, lying helpless in
freeway ditches,

bridges and sucked
under trucks. Sure,
thiey . gel gond

mileage and don’t take up much room,

but most of us have neither the bmld'

nor the temperament for Beetles.
Besides, the ant: freeze mdustry would
be paralyzed. . : e g

. Butif suddeniy, tomarruw a new law
were passed: if we all were allntted only
14’ of parking space and were required
to travel no less than 22 miles for each
gallon of gas we burn—a world full of

Audi Foxes would not be so bad. There
more com-.
_ fortable cars, faster cars, cheaper cars,

are better-looking cars,

smaller cars, cars that handle and brake
better and are more fun to drive, and
cars that get better mileage But there IS

no car on the face of the earth today:

which offers a better compromise than
the Audi Fox.

In driving the Fox, it’s immediately
" obvious that the car is not the work of
mere men. It is probably the most per-
fect example to date of computer
technology put to use in automotive
design. The man behind the engineers
behind the computer is former Daimler-
Benz race car deslgner Ludwig Kraus.
Kraus has ar;:a:ﬂmphshed the almost-
impossible: He has created the pertect
car for its time. The Audi Fox will prove
to be a landmark. It will be enshrined
forever, under glass, in the Automotive
Hall of Fame. ’

Some cars are designed
_economical and adequate,
performance and handllng, some fﬂr

to . be

thﬂught‘f

‘Beetles everVWhere - fed the computer

being blown off ﬂf.

power
_drivability. Properly geared and heavily
optioned, the Vega was a fine-driving

some for

 example of computer- -designed car was
the.Chevy Vega. Cheviolet engineers .
r daily doses of styhng,'_

power, fuel economy, ride, agility, com-
fort, cost and everything else they could
-'thlnk of which would make their small
car irresistible to the American. sub-
compact buyer. The result was the 1970
Vega, a very cred!ble near miss. The’
base Vega cost just over $2000, a price
target to which the engineers clung fier-

cely and stubbornly—and in the end,

their refusal to let the cast cllmb was

their undoing. _
For all its gcmd pmnts the VEga was

not the perfect little car its creators en-

visioned. The computer said that
American buyers wanted contemporary
styling and big- car front seat room —but

rear seat room ' (and comfort) and -

luggage space were sorely com-
pmmised The computer said that fuel

exonomy must be combined with per-

formance, but the computer had not
been pmgrammed to contend with the
emissions monster—and economy and
both suffered along with

car—but it was necessary to spend

- $3000 or more to build a good one, and

its weight was«then up and its gas

‘was noisy, it was too small inside &
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cc.-mputer but the bean caunters 5aid
no. So GM’s hope to turni the tmpmrt
tide, in terms of the target criteria it was
desugned to. hit, was a failure. It was.
either :nadequate or too eernswe’

more than 2 penpie Ats

a]g%r
economy  was dlsg.ppﬂmtmg,

quality was often well be]ﬁw HH
small-car buyers had come to expect. Sg .

d:ssat:sﬁed owners outnumbered happy

‘ones for a time and Vegas proliferated -
~on the used car lots of import dealers.

The Audi Fox will suffer no such

"---’prnblems Klaus’ computer provided all

the right answers (as computers always

do when properly prﬂgramed] and
most importantly, his engineers

believed the answers it gave them.

Because they believed, the Fox is a

s'mashmg, unqualified success. lts ex-

terior dimensions are compact in the
true sense of the word—it is-about 174"

longer, V2" wider, and 5" lower than the
VW Super Beetle yet it accommodates
4. adults in elegant comfort for long
periods of time, along with whatever
luggage they care to bring. Its snappy
147 1cc 4-cylinder engine is smaller than
the Super Beetle’s yet it comes on like
gangbusters at most rpms, Cruises in
quiet comfort at freeway speeds . w:th 4

Strut suspension, rack and pmnnl“
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goal. They succeeded in butldmg th

~ in the American sub-cc}mpact market a !

. tractive.

_steering, 155 'SR 13 *tadial ‘tires, and"
plentvﬁaf ’mll st:ffmess bc}th fmnt and

_ - thrnugh the" ﬁ"ills for
anyﬁne ‘but the most hardened sports
é’ﬁr fanattc As a result, the caif?r'nas en
ded us:;t.m a higher price brad_____-.hl
others'its size. No matter. When pe
find out it’s the best they 5
anyway. B R e
Klaus and his Audi engmeers hav
scored where Chevrolet ‘ultimatel
failed:  they. never let cost con
siderations stand in the way of thei

best reasonably priced small car in th
world. And they have set the standarc
for the rest of the industry at a price

which, while not in the bargair
basement category, is by no means un
palatable for the goods delivered.
Priced at $3499 POE, the Fox finds it:
competition among the likes of the
Capri V6, the Datsun 610, the Mazd:
RX-3, the Opel Manta Luxus, the.
Renault 16, and the Toyota Mark 11. |
will also compete head-to-head witt
well-optioned Vegas, - Pintos, anc
Gremlins, and is very likely to put a den

well as stealing “buyers from it
European 'and Japanese counterpart:
Like its foreign -competitors, it we
mrlgmally intended to sell for aroun
$3000 in this country, but was drive *
into the next bracket by the recer |
dollar devaluations. Even at nearl |
$4000 delivered, we flnd it no Iess ai

Mechanically, the httle Audl iS nc
revolutionary —it merely combines a
the best technology from a variety o
sources. . into.- .é@me r;e.at ;:lackage T’n
T 8 ,*_-ﬁ;ﬁﬁ:‘!—ﬁiﬁ}}'ﬁfi?i R e U e _ |
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et ar a small, very bright and charming
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engine is @ brand new- design, com:’ T nga ol B e e fore- aft travel ﬁze:'é"’___ nfor
bining a cast-iron block and alumi_num g oo AR i e S PR > almest anyene Lr {%F o r window
thead with in-line! valves-and a' “belfii @ i el 0l - e Bl i e e ~ defroster. are _',tec:l by push-buttons
driven overhead cam. {tscrankshaft is o o o e e e st Sl i “on eithersi " e instrument cluster.
forged and has ne less than 8 coun- o meiva o e R % ﬁ@pe of the me'st innovative features
terweights. Karl Ludvigsen called it “a = © .0 @ Wl = -~ of the Fox is the way in which Audi
jewel” “‘after driving a pre-release Fox “ade i @ e b .- ~ engineers achieved a negative “scrub
. for a few hours this spring. Our test car ' « @@ o S B 4 f Lo e TR - radius,” essential for braking. stability
- was a demonstrator supplied by alocal 0 .= g e e o " when one front wheel hasﬂ more retar-
dealer; it was not a “press.car’’ specially ®#e 50 0 BB L Rl . .. ding force than the oth® f”The Fox's
prepare d f or our test. W e IIV e d Wl'th i t ..... T e c .:I:I i :: = gy ok N z- q ',_ - Uﬂ S tEE‘-rlﬂg aAXEs are arraf._:-i': ’E“ th a t When
for 2 weeks, flogged it up.and dewn = e 000 me SRR TR T el TR e i one front wheel _::u-s- éncmg more
mountain trails that the dealer'would® g D SRSl e, SMEE praking foree, thesteering wilkbe pulled
« have died to.-see his precious demo . @ it Sl B Lo R ~ slightly tewarc the other side. This
anywhere near, and we can only agree. = = ot 0 S e L g e {17708 . characteristic is essential to a car with
It’s a jewel. It’s 2-bbl. Solex carburetor N T — . oy SR Vit duarbrakmg system spli 'td:agenally
~ and tuned exhaust are partly respon- R - which the:Fox's is, ﬂﬁnﬁﬁaf -comes in
~ sible for the car’s rather remarkable. per v _ very handyw %en trying: w §"tep with one
~ formance, and a curb weight of only | o el | : “freht"wheé% fSIi[}]IBEEﬂE'r surface than,
 1840lbs (144 Ibs less than the Su’glei‘i_.', E the other. Ttgen[ear suspénsion is not in-
. Beetle) doesn’ t hurta bit Bither = 7 e depem‘ﬁéﬁtﬁ%ﬂ' well laid out never-
b IR theengineris a jewel, the car s ItS.;'."__.h_ A g S s Sl e e . ‘Ussection solid axle has
~ platinum setting. When it's not being i oae i e R e L S tra:lm g arm'- and a Pen hard rod to
- driven, perhape FE sheuld be worn © vaw b el e " provide the locating "f’ereesuand roll stiff-
. around the neck,.on a long, braided 4§ il i@ D T e Risiema o, Sl Caiel eedl | ness necessary fer geed trackmg and
~ chain. It may be an econobox, but it has LI i L TG SRR ey, s Stﬂb'“W iy ey
the endearing personality of a beloved = e R G e T L R s e Foxd s aVEIERTS I 2 deer and 4-
T | b door form, with a wagon coming soon.
~ child. If you get the fe,e;hngwe Fovedifi e b i Klaus CGmPUter pi’ﬂ\’!d&d E.l"r the I‘Ight | . The word is already getting out since
‘you're right. When we can take a caron Sy answers — as computers do when pmperly (T iEeS Ydealers seem  to be selling all they can

a quick side trip, 96 miles over a moun- progra—med. And most 1mportantly, his - ~get their hands on, and the car has

tain pass, 1000ft elevation up to 7200ft 5 ' - . A already had excellent reeept;@ﬁ in
A G S R B engineers believed the answers it gave them. Eirobo asthe Audi 80 Yorsdil A |

and a female driving, average 87 3mph, ' | | L ) | this country is the Fox’s blood brot
and get 22.42mpg, how can we help but | ' (and soon to be toughest cemp"'-;'
love it? Driven more conservatively, the the VW Passat. The Passat is |.'f_"-"§--t:-al--
..'Fe-,x will get 27mpg, and we have heard “mechanically to the FOX but has a trio of
btalgs of 30 or better frem our fr;endly. neat-looking Italian- demgneeia,%emr-

dEeler ; festback bedles and mlght evee ‘ﬁ:ﬂSt a
Pushed to its. cernenng Irmlt the Fex |
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‘e s exhibits - the classic “tront-wheel:drive

chatacteristics of © understeen  under

power and oversteer when the power is lif-
:;ted This. is not to say that the car
dmesn t handle well —it’s as sure-footed. -

”:-.-'.ancl agnle as a family sedan can be.

We're merely saying that it is a family
sedan, not a sports car.

It’s certainly
more stable than some front-wheel-
drive sedans we’ve driven, and besides,

 Audi buyers for the most part won't be

the type to push them to their limits
anyway.

The engine is mounted In ]me with the
wheelbase, rather than transversely as
in many front-wheel-drive cars. It's can-
ted 20 degrees to lower its profile, and it

~ sits ahead of the transaxle to increase
the forward weight bias to 60% (great

for stability, not so great for un-
dersteer). You can choose the Audi 3-
speed automatic if you like (in Califor-
nia, ~due to emissions, you get
automatic like it or not), but our test car
had the lovely, well-synchronized, stan-
dard 4-speed, which we found very
much to our liking. -
There is plenty of room under the

hood, with fuses, relays and other im-
portant electricals neatly arranged un-

der a transparent plastic cover. The
radiator, which looks a little small, is set
off to the left of the engine and cooled
by an electric fan. The fan rarely has to
work with a non-air conditioned car,
and at one point we wondered if it was
hooked up at all. Careful inspection on

a hot day with the engine idling proved

that it worked—and nearly lost us a

_fingé'r for

Our curiosity. When it comes

on, it does so with a vengeance and

does its job well. We cruised flat-out at
100-plus temperatures and the engine

never showed any sign of overheating.
Inside, the Fox is simple and practical
and at the same time attractive and lush
for a car its size. The contoured front
rucket seats are soft, comfortable, and
uxurious cloth; they recline to a fully
horizontal position and have plenty of

 dealers will not appte
"wind stolen from & ;57:‘..'

dg! The practlce of peddling near-

tha; PGTSChE‘*F‘\UdI
yreciat te hav;mg\ the
w1tﬁ the

arrwal Gf the Pas'__ {, t EV did set
i "j;{_.‘: ,,'I,'..ﬂ-:i'a frgm a

éiésrgned ad-
vertising campa FL and there will pro-
bably be more than enough demand to
take care of the total Fox/Passat supply
anyway. | '

The . masterminds at VW/Por-
sche/Audi/NSU in Germany obviously
know what fhéy re dmng—they usually

“You  cam . beét.é

identical cars in different clothing has |
worked well for the dc}mestlc industry,
so why not for imports. Some people
buy Firebirds instead of Camaros,
Comets instead of Mavericks, and
Apollos instead of Novas, Venturas or
Omegas. They prefer one car over
another because they Ilike one par-

ticular marque, or one dealer, or the|

looks of one better than the other. So if|
you can’t get a quick, sly, crafty, cun-
ning Fox, maybe you'll go for the
passionate, pretty, popular, precocious |
Passat.

Tf'stcarsupphed by Ray Kelbch, ‘?rremmﬁ Porsche-Audi, Reno, Nm-*ada

| Audi Fox

Specifications

ENGINE 2

- Type: Inline 4, single overhead cam
Displacement: 1471cc (89.7cid)
Bore/Stroke: 3.01/3.151n.
(76.5/80.0mm )

Compression Ratio:8.2:1
Induction: one E-Etage downdraft
carburetor

.| Ignition: Battery, coil, and dlstnbumr

Horsepower: 75 SAE net at 5800rpm
anque 81.5 ft. 1b. at 4000rpm

DRIVE TRAIN

Type: Front engine, front wheel drive |
~ Transmission: 4 speed manual— Ist, 3.454;
2nd, 2.055; Brcl 1. 370; 4th, 0. 968 reverse,
3. E06H: ,

-'Axle Ratio: 4. 111

SUSPENSION

Front Independent, McPherson Strut (coil
springs over tubular shocks)
Rear: Solid axle, McPherson Strut.

BRAKES

Vacﬁum-assisted, front 9.4 disc, rear 7.85"’

drum

WHEELS

-~ Steel, 5FX 13

TIRES

155 SR 13 Radlal ply

STEERING

Type: Rack and ﬁiniﬂn
Ratio; 20.2:1 /

= Tl 2 IS

STANDARD EQUIPMENT

GENERAL DIMENSIONS

Curb Weight: 1840 pounds
Wheelbase: 97.2 inches

Track (front/rear): 52.7/52.6 inches
Overall Length: 164.4 inches
Height: 53.9 inches (unladen)
Width: 63.0 inches

MISCELLANEOUS
Fuel Tank 'Capaéity :12.0U.S. gallons

Engine Oil Capacity: Approx. 3 U.S. quarts
Octane Requirement: Regular grade, 91RQN '

" Fuel economy (observed): 22-24 mpg
‘Luggage space: rear trunk, 15.0 cubic feet

Flnw thrnugh ventllatlﬂn rear window

defngger,
reclining front bucket seats, lockable
illuminated glove compartment,

dercoating, _
system, coat hooks, cigarette lighter.

OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT el

carpeting, electric clock, full- —I

urn- i

inertia-reel belt and harness

3- speed automatic transmission; custom fit-
ted air conditioning, sliding steel sunroof,

leatherette upholstery, vinyl roof, AM or

AM/FM radm metalhc pamt tinted glass

PRICE
Retail Price: 'i'z-&ﬁdr,' 4-speed) $3499 plus
$29.50 transportation, $135 dealer'

preparation, local tax..

Price as tested: $3867.50 plus ta}: {lncludmg' _

tinted glass and AM radm} s S g
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