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The uitimate éutemngi\?a award

The Lexus LS 460 was named 2007 World
Car of the Year by a jury of top autemetive
journalists at the New York international Aute
_ Shew on Thursday

The Audi BS4 was honored as World I AND NEW
Performance Car of the Year. The Mercedes-

Benz E320 Bluetec diesel sedan as Warld

Green Car of the Year and ihe Audi 7T as

Werld Car Design of the Year

The LS 460 was chosen from a field of 28 nominees. If offers the world's first eight-speed
automatic iransmission. It alse is rerewn as the first car that can parallel park itself, with a litile
help from cameras, computers and, oh yes, a driver. The twe cther finalists were Audi's new TT
sports car and BMW's 2007 Mini

Daveloped by Audi's Quattro GMBH
performance tuning division. the RS 4 drew the
most votes among 17 World Performance Car
of the Year contenders. including fellow
finalists BMW 335i and Persehe 811 Turbe. lts
high-revving, direct-injected, naturally aspirated
4.2-liter V8 channels 420 horsepower through
Audi's asymmsiric tergue distributien Quattre
all-whes! drive and can propel this lightening-
quick small sadan from zero 1o 60 mph in 4.8
seconds
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Mersedes-Benz s E320 Bluetee sedan was voted Weorld Green Car of the Year from a field of 14
neminees. The company's first of a family of high-tech diesel cars that cambine multiple techneiogies
{o meat stringert (U.S. and coming European) emissions standards requiring diesels to be as
squeaky clean as medern gaseline engines, its surprisingly eivilized new 3.0 rbaeharged. piezs
direct-injected V6 diesel engine defivers 208 hp and 388 Ib.-ft. of torgue through a seven-speed
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For 2007 World Car Design of the Year, a panel of highly respected design experts chose three
finalists from the 28 WCOY neminees: the 2067 Audi TT. Citraen €4 Picasse and Fiat Grande Punta.
The jury then voted Audi's new TT (coupe and roadster) the overall winner. Styled under the
leadership of Audi chief designer Walter de'Silva. it is slightly larger, crisper and mere dynamic than
ihe first-generation TT. with Audi's large “single-frame’ grille framed by a V-shaped dames hoed and
side character creases from headlamp to taillamp

With so many “Car of the Year” awards handed out in this country and around the werld. most believe

the most credible and meaningful are those given by juries of leading automotive journalists. Why?
Because objestive, experienced aute critics regularly test and evaluate new ears and trucks as part of
their jobs, and they are presumably unaffected by advertising of anyene in the business of designing. t ¢ ¢
building or selling vehicles = Tha A T

It was just three years age when a group of Asian, European and Nerth American writers assembied
a Stearing Commitiee, recruited a jury of top aute writers from multiple countries. neminated 38 new-
car candidates, conducted twe rounds of veting and named its first World Car of the Year in February,
2005. They added the three category awards for 2006. The purpase of the World Car of the Year
awards is to “recegnize and reward automotive excellence on a global scale and make consumers
aware of that recognition.” Congratulations te this year's winners.
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